
Customer Profile
Formed in 1832, LaPorte County is located in the 
northwestern region of the state of Indiana. The county 
is considered part of the greater Chicago metropolitan 
area. 

The LaPorte County Prosecuting Attorney represents 
the state of Indiana and prosecutes violators of state 
statutes in all local courts with criminal jurisdiction. The 
largest city in LaPorte County is Michigan City and the 
Michigan City Police Department is the largest local law 
enforcement agency in the county.

 

Situation
In 2010, the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the area 
(Hammond, Ind.) recognized the need for more trained 
professionals in northwestern Indiana with a specific 
expertise in how to investigate criminal conduct in 
child pornography cases. The office put out a call to all 
of the local police departments in the region, inviting 
local police detectives to enroll in a program that would 
provide specialized training and then build a task force 
of investigators. Detective Matt Barr, a digital forensics 
investigator with the Michigan City Police Department, 
gladly offered his services. “I realized this was a serious 
need in our state and wanted to be a part of the law 
enforcement solution,” said Barr.
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“I volunteered for the special unit and was assigned for 
digital forensics training provided by the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office.

” After completing his specialized training, Barr began 
serving on the Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) 
Task Force in October 2010, working in collaboration 
with the LaPorte County Prosecutor’s Office.

 “The very first case I worked in the ICAC unit provided 
me with a connection to the FBI agents who investigate 
potential Internet crimes against children, so that led to 
my affiliation with the FBI’s Cybercrime Task Force as 
well,” said Barr. “Within a short amount of time, I was 
working not only as a police detective for my city in 
Indiana, but also serving on the ICAC task force for the 
prosecutor in our region and the FBI task force for these 
types of cybercrime investigations. 

This confirmed the serious need for special expertise 
in this area of law enforcement as well as the intense 
collaboration between local, state and federal agencies 
in these cases.”

 Solution 
Barr noted that all investigators who receive training in 
cybercrime matters are always trained on how to use the 
Exterro® digital forensics software tools, notably FTK® 
(Forensic Toolkit®) and FTK Lab. 

FTK Lab is a large-scale investigations and processing 
engine that enables computer forensics labs of all 
sizes to provide their teams with collaborative analysis, 
centralized case management and web-based review, 
thereby dramatically streamlining the investigative 
process. Moreover, FTK Lab is the first product in 
its category to be available to users in a cloud-based 
environment. FTK is a court-cited digital investigations 
platform built to help customers find relevant evidence 
faster, dramatically increase analysis speed and reduce 
backlogs. 

“When I was first introduced to Exterro’s solutions, I 
was struck right away by how easy they were to use,” 
he recalled. “The products are so simple to operate 
that you’re able to get to work with them right away. 
With cases like these, speed is often essential if we are 
to catch a predator before another innocent child is 
victimized.” 

He also was impressed by how Exterro ’s technology 
was so efficient at parsing and carving up data, taking 
a lot of the manual legwork out of the workflow for 
investigators. “One major case that later illustrated this 
benefit was a 2013 investigation we conducted, in which 
we collected a number of very disturbing images of 
young girls that were stored on the suspect’s computer,” 
said Barr. “We were able to use FTK to carve out several 
chunks of video that clearly showed sexual assaults by 
the defendant

“The (Exterro) products are so simple to operate that 
you’re able to get to work with them right away. With 
cases like these, speed is often essential if we are 
to catch a predator before another innocent child is 
victimized.”* 
— Matt Barr Detective, 
Michigan City Police Department



that were performed on infants. With the power of 
Exterro’s software, we were able to surface these graphic 
images and hand them over to the prosecutor, who 
ultimately secured a conviction in the case.

”Barr recalled another key example of how he successfully 
leveraged Exterro ’s tools in a 2017 investigation into a 
suspect who had expressed his personal interest in child 
pornography. After obtaining a search warrant, Barr and 
his team used FTK Lab to identify and collect images that 
suggested potential sexual assault of children. Barr then 
used the Exterro  tools to extract cell phone videos that 
had been taken by the defendant of his sexual assault on a 
five-year-old girl. The criminal trial in this case is pending, 
but prosecutors are optimistic that the evidence uncovered 
by Barr’s investigation will help them secure a conviction.

“I’ve had the opportunity to 
use other digital forensics 
software tools in my career 
as a law enforcement 
professional and none of 
them compare with Exterro’s 
FTK and FTK Lab.”* 
— Matt Barr Detective, 
Michigan City Police Department

Barr used the Exterro  tools 
to extract cell phone videos 
that had been taken by the 
defendant of his sexual assault 
on a five-year-old girl.
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Results “I’ve had the opportunity to use other 
digital forensics software tools in my career as a law 
enforcement professional and none of them compare 
with Exterro ’s FTK and FTK Lab,” said Barr. “The ease of 
use of these products is unsurpassed and the flexibility 
they place in the hands of an investigator make them a 
musthave for any law enforcement agency.

” Barr pointed to three major benefits he has realized 
from Exterro ’s digital forensics software offerings for law 
enforcement agencies: 

• Ease of Use

 “Exterro  designs their products with the mindset of a 
digital forensics investigator and the result is software 
that is incredibly easy to use. Not only does this translate 
into a better user experience, but more importantly 
it helps me work more effectively because I don’t get 
bogged down trying to figure out how to operate  
the tools.” 

• Speed 

“There are a number of customizable features built into 
FTK Lab. This ability to adapt the tools to my unique 
needs and most frequent operations enables me to 
work faster and get investigative reports to my agency 
colleagues with more efficiency.” 

• Support 

“Exterro  has the most stellar customer support team 
I’ve ever encountered from a software company. 
They’re always available to me, any time I need them, 
for any issue that I need to be solved.” “Exterro ’s digital 
forensics tools do all of the legwork for me so I can just 
focus on the investigative work,” concluded Barr. “FTK 
and FTK Lab are clearly the leaders in this industry.”
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