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Training Future Digital 
Forensics Professionals 
with FTK 

Preparing Students for Their Professional Future  
St. Pölten University of Applied Sciences prepares students for technical 
positions in Austria by offering bachelor’s and master’s degrees in fields 
ranging from railway technology and health sciences to digital business 
and computer science. The Department of Computer Science and 
Security is charged with training information technology and security 
experts of tomorrow using a vocational, practical approach. 

Dr. Robert Luh, Lecturer in Digital Forensics at St. Pölten University, 
worked with students using only open-source digital forensics software, 
but these solutions were less than ideal. Staff were spending additional 
time to manage technical issues related to the open-source tools, while 
students had to spend more time on manual investigations. In short, the 
open-source software solutions were limiting the time instructors could 
spend on new digital forensics techniques.

In addition, many open-source digital forensics solutions were outdated, 
less effective, less user-friendly, and less professional. Dr. Luh recalls, 
“Industry partners were expressing their interest to employ experts who 
are already familiar with professional toolkits.”

Since solely relying on open-source software wasn’t adequately 
preparing students for the professional world they would soon be 
entering, he and the rest of the Department of Computer Science and 
Security recognized they needed to upgrade their digital forensics 
software. Dr. Luh explained, “Digital forensics is an integral part of the 
curriculum, and we wanted to give our students the opportunity to 
work with a professional toolkit.”  But budget was a concern, so the 
Department of Computer Science and Security contacted established 
forensic technology vendors to learn about educational licenses.
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Finding the Right Technology Partner
Dr. Luh and the department reached out to a number of reputable 
digital forensics technology vendors. Exterro responded quickly 
and offered licenses to FTK, the gold standard for digital 
forensics, for 30 educational users. 

Other vendors reached out as well, but several factors led to 
the University partnering with Exterro. Critically, FTK offered 
comprehensive digital forensics functionality, which met the 
educational requirements for labs and hands-on student 
instruction in the department. Issues with virtual infrastructure 
deployments had been resolved, so implementation of FTK on 
St. Pölten University’s devices went smoothly. And of course the 
price—free—was right. As Dr. Luh said, “FTK was our preferred 
solution,” so they went ahead.

Tech So Advanced It’s Almost Cheating
Students, faculty, and staff at St. Pölten University benefited from 
the decision to go with FTK. Dr. Luh explained, “Put simply, We 
are now able to squeeze in an additional lab exercise thanks to the 
time saved. Students are happy with the offer, and can tell their 

prospective employers about their experience with a professional 
tool. The decision to use FTK made us a lot of friends in the 
accounting department.” 

Free educational licenses were a big help to St. Pölten’s budget, as 
cost had been a significant reason for using the open-source tools 
in the past.

Ultimately, the benefits that accrue to students in the Department 
of Computer Science and Security are the most important result 
of the university’s partnership with Exterro. FTK is fast, and its 
ability to process images quickly, rather than taking hours, allows 
students to focus on the actual investigation, not technical tasks. 
Features like the integrated registry viewer, password cracking 
tool, and timeline visualization help them accomplish tasks quickly 
in a professional manner. 

One student even said FTK is so advanced, “it almost feels like 
cheating.” 

Dr. Luh sums it up well, “Our students appreciate the hands-on 
experience with a professional digital forensics toolkit. In the role 
they are training for, they need to trust in their tools, and having a 
reputable company behind the product helps give them that level 
of confidence.”
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